CONSTRUCTION LABOR RESEARCH COUNCIL

Union/Non-Union Trends

The percentage of all workers in the construction industry who are union members was 16.2 percent in 2008. Among craft workers the percentage of industry union employment was 20.0 percent. These figures are the most recently available data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

While it is difficult to evaluate small annual changes in the rate of unionization, all indicators for 2008 were positive. The steady decline experienced through the early years of the present decade was reversed. Unionization rate in 2008 returned to its level of a decade ago. Both the rate of unionization and number of union workers were substantially higher in the 1970’s and earlier.

[image: image1.wmf]CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 

Percent Union Employment

0

10

20

30

40

50

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

Year

Percent










July 2009

As always, the national average hides significant variations in the percentage of union employment by region. Even in the most unionized region, east north central, under 40 percent of construction workers were union. Fewer than 10 percent of all construction craft workers are union members in the two regions in the South. All of these characteristics have not changed in the past two years.

Notable trends that are evident in the past two years are:

o Rate of unionization increased in all regions.

o Number of union workers increased in all regions.

o Total construction employment declined in all regions, but one.

Performance in the northwest was strongest where percentage of union employment, number of union employees and total construction worker employment all increased. Although gains were made in the two regions in the South, they were minimal. While regional figures are subject to fluctuations due to small sample sizes and variations in types of construction, the widespread nature of the gains appears noteworthy.

Percent gains in the construction worker unionization rate seem to validate the earlier hypothesis that an abnormally strong residential market primarily accounted for declines in unionization rates. It remains to be seen whether the current increases can be sustained or are an exception to longer-term trends.

The number of workers in the construction industry who are union members is collected by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. National data are published by BLS. Regional data have been compiled from special listings provided by BLS to CLRC. While the data series present a consistent means of measuring trends in unionization in the construction industry, they do not measure the amount of construction performed union or non-union.
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This report has been prepared from information collected and maintained by CLRC.

Reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data, summaries

and analyses. However, due to the nature of the information and the collection process,

accuracy, cannot be guaranteed. CLRC disclaims any liability from any damages of any 

kind which may result from the use of these data.
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This report has been prepared from information collected and maintained by CLRC.

Reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data, summaries

and analyses. However, due to the nature of the information and the collection process,

accuracy, cannot be guaranteed. CLRC disclaims any liability from any damages of any 

kind which may result from the use of these data.
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				Mt./Nor. Plains		Southwest Pacific		Northwest

		1994		19.6		30.3		24.3

		1996		10.6		25.8		31.7

		1998		10		24.5		28.8

		2000		9.1		26.8		22.6

		2002		12.7		21.6		27.4

		2004		9.3		15.9		20.5

		2006		7.4		20.2		28.3

		2008		10.9		25.1		32
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				East North Central		West North Central

		1994		40.5		36.9

		1996		38.1		37

		1998		42.1		30.5

		2000		42.3		33.3

		2002		40		26.9

		2004		40		24.8

		2006		33.7		25.9

		2008		39.2		29.4
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				New England		Middle Atlantic

		1994		21.8		29.2

		1996		24.1		39.8

		1998		24.1		34
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Crafts

		

		Crafts						Employment				55 & Up				50 & Up

		Construction Trades Workers						5,686				510		9.0%		936		16.5%

		Bricklayers						206				24		11.7%		41		19.9%

		Boilermakers						7								2		28.6%

		Carpenters						1,414				128		9.1%		229		16.2%

		Cement Masons						113				7		6.2%		15		13.3%

		Construction Laborers						1,085				96		8.8%		170		15.7%

		Construction Equipment Operators						323				37		11.5%		67		20.7%

		Millwrights						21				2		9.5%		3		14.3%

		Electricians						557				53		9.5%		95		17.1%

		Painters						605				54		8.9%		98		16.2%

		Pipefitters/Plumbers						466				53		11.4%		103		22.1%

		Sheet Metal Workers						77				7		9.1%		11		14.3%

		Structural Iron & Steel Workers						56				5		8.9%		8		14.3%

						Total		10,616				976				1,778

												9.2%				16.7%





Region 2

		

		West North Central				Employment				55 & Up				50 & Up

		Iowa				46				5				9

		Kansas				53				5				9

		Missouri				143				11				21

		Nebraska				39				2				5

				TOTAL		281				23				44

										8.2%				15.7%

		South Central

		Arkansas				44				6				9

		Louisiana				87				12				20

		New Mexico				35				2				3

		Oklahoma				68				7				11

		Texas				480				25				52

				TOTAL		714				52				95

										7.3%				13.3%

		MT./Nor Plains

		Colorado				122				11				22

		Montana				26				2				6

		North Dakota				13				1				2

		South Dakota				16				1				2

		Utah				45				4				6

		Wyoming				12				0				1

				TOTAL		234				19				39

										8.1%				16.7%

		Southwest Pacific

		Arizona				127				7				15

		California				627				52				100

		Hawaii				22				5				7

		Nevada				64				4				8

				TOTAL		840				68				130

										8.1%				15.5%

		Northwest

		Alaska				15				2				3

		Idaho				29				2				4

		Oregon				53				5				8

		Washington				103				4				15

				TOTAL		200				13				30

										6.5%				15.0%





Region 1

		

		New England				Employment				55 & Up				50 & Up

		Connecticut				63				6				10

		Maine				27				3				5

		Massachusetts				143				14				26

		New Hampshire				28				2				5

		Rhode Island				18				2				4

		Vermont				16				2				4

				TOTAL		295				29				54

										9.8%				18.3%

		Middle Atlantic

		District of Columbia				6				0				1

		Delaware				17				1				2

		Maryland				113				7				14

		New Jersey				137				16				26

		New York				321				34				59

		Pennsylvania				194				26				40

				TOTAL		788				84				142

										10.7%				18.0%

		Southeast

		Alabama				76				7				14

		Florida				375				48				78

		Georgia				222				23				34

		Kentucky				60				4				9

		Mississippi				55				3				7

		North Carolina				211				17				30

		South Carolina				61				9				16

		Tennessee				107				12				21

		Virginia				157				10				22

				TOTAL		1,324				133				231

										10.0%				17.4%

		East North Central

		Illinois				269				29				56

		Indiana				128				10				20

		Michigan				170				10				20

		Minnesota				121				8				21

		Ohio				179				16				27

		West Virginia				28				4				6

		Wisconsin				117				12				20

				TOTAL		1012				89				170

										8.8%				16.8%
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				accuracy, cannot be guaranteed. CLRC disclaims any liability from any damages of any

				kind which may result from the use of these data.





Wksht Regions

		New England

																		West North Central

		Connecticut

		Maine																Iowa

		Massachusetts																Kansas

		New Hampshire																Missouri

		Rhode Island																Nebraska

		Vermont

																		South Central

		Middle Atlantic																Arkansas

		District of Columbia																Louisiana

		Delaware																New Mexico

		Maryland																Oklahoma

		New Jersey																Texas

		New York

		Pennsylvania																Mountain-Northern Plains

		Southeast																Colorado

		Alabama																Montana

		Florida																North Dakota

		Georgia																South Dakota

		Kentucky																Utah

		Mississippi																Wyoming

		North Carolina

		South Carolina																Southwest Pacific

		Tennessee

		Virginia																Arizona

																		California

		East North Central																Hawaii

		Illinois																Nevada

		Indiana

		Michigan																Northwest

		Minnesota																Alaska

		Ohio																Idaho

		West Virginia																Oregon

		Wisconsin																Washington





Employment % Wksht 2006

										STATES and REGIONS								2006

				New England										West North Central

								20.4%										25.9%

				Connecticut				61		13				Iowa				52		10

				Maine				22		3				Kansas				42		8

				Massachusetts				107		27				Missouri				111		41

				New Hampshire				21		3				Nebraska				34		3

				Rhode Island				19		3				WNC Total				239		62

				Vermont				15		1				South Central

				NE Total				245		50								3.7%

				Middle Atlantic										Arkansas				45		1

								27.4%						Louisiana				106		7

				District of Columbia				6		1				New Mexico				45		7

				Delaware				25		4				Oklahoma				56		4

				Maryland				144		27				Texas				562		11

				New Jersey				142		54				SC Total				814		30

				New York				332		103				Mt./Nor. Plains

				Pennsylvania				200		44								7.4%

				MA Total				849		233				Colorado				121		9

				Southeast										Montana				24		4

								4.0%						North Dakota				12		1

				Alabama				101		3				South Dakota				17		0

				Florida				483		22				Utah				70		3

				Georgia				211		11				Wyoming				14		2

				Kentucky				71		7				Mt./Nor. Pl Total				258		19

				Mississippi				46		1				Southwest Pacific

				North Carolina				233		2								20.2%

				South Carolina				92		2				Arizona				180		13

				Tennessee				148		5				California				752		162

				Virginia				217		11				Hawaii				29		13

				SE Total				1602		64				Nevada				96		25

				East North Central										SWP Total				1057		213

								33.7%						Northwest

				Illinois				235		108								28.3%

				Indiana				126		31				Alaska				15		6

				Michigan				138		40				Idaho				33		5

				Minnesota				90		32				Oregon				67		12

				Ohio				185		51				Washington				111		41

				West Virginia				33		6				NW Total				226		64

				Wisconsin				85		33

				ENC Total				892		301				U.S.				6,181		1,032

														U.S. Percent				16.7%





Employment % Wksht 2008 

								STATES and REGIONS								2008

		New England										West North Central

						24.8%										29.4%

		Connecticut				57		19				Iowa				43		9

		Maine				19		2				Kansas				45		9

		Massachusetts				85		23				Missouri				107		44

		New Hampshire				21		3				Nebraska				33		5

		Rhode Island				16		4				WNC Total				228		67

		Vermont				12		1				South Central

		NE Total				210		52								4.2%

		Middle Atlantic										Arkansas				55		1

						30.9%						Louisiana				68		5

		District of Columbia				7		1				New Mexico				52		7

		Delaware				16		3				Oklahoma				52		1

		Maryland				119		21				Texas				569		18

		New Jersey				150		54				SC Total				741		31

		New York				327		109				Mt./Nor. Plains

		Pennsylvania				183		60								10.9%

		MA Total				802		248				Colorado				113		13

		Southeast										Montana				24		4

						5.4%						North Dakota				13		1

		Alabama				82		9				South Dakota				14		1

		Florida				330		23				Utah				63		6

		Georgia				171		10				Wyoming				12		1

		Kentucky				64		7				Mt./Nor. Pl Total				239		26

		Mississippi				45		1				Southwest Pacific

		North Carolina				204		1								25.1%

		South Carolina				83		3				Arizona				137		15

		Tennessee				138		6				California				652		160

		Virginia				159		9				Hawaii				30		16

		SE Total				1,276		69				Nevada				83		35

		East North Central										SWP Total				902		226

						39.2%						Northwest

		Illinois				232		118								32.0%

		Indiana				115		39				Alaska				16		7

		Michigan				106		31				Idaho				28		3

		Minnesota				85		32				Oregon				66		15

		Ohio				144		52				Washington				140		55

		West Virginia				36		12				NW Total				250		80

		Wisconsin				75		27

		ENC Total				793		311				U.S.				5,441		1,107

												U.S. Percent				20.3%
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West Region Chart
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MTNORPL SWP NW WkSht

		

				Mt./Nor. Plains		Southwest Pacific		Northwest

		1994		19.6		30.3		24.3

		1996		10.6		25.8		31.7

		1998		10		24.5		28.8

		2000		9.1		26.8		22.6

		2002		12.7		21.6		27.4

		2004		9.3		15.9		20.5

		2006		7.4		20.2		28.3

		2008		10.9		25.1		32





NorthCentral Region Chart
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ENC WNC Wksht

				East North Central		West North Central

		1994		40.5		36.9

		1996		38.1		37

		1998		42.1		30.5

		2000		42.3		33.3

		2002		40		26.9

		2004		40		24.8

		2006		33.7		25.9

		2008		39.2		29.4





South Region Chart
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SE SC WKsht

				Southeast		South Central

		1994		6.8		9.9

		1996		8.2		11.2

		1998		7.2		7.9

		2000		8.8		9.3

		2002		7.9		8.6

		2004		5.4		3.4

		2006		4		3.7

		2008		5.4		4.2





Northeast Region Chart
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NE MA Wksht

				New England		Middle Atlantic

		1994		21.8		29.2

		1996		24.1		39.8

		1998		24.1		34

		2000		23.7		32.6

		2002		27.5		38.5

		2004		24.7		28.9

		2006		20.4		27.4

		2008		24.8		30.9
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TotalConst WKSHT

		1994		19.9

		1995		18.8

		1996		19.2

		1997		19.5

		1998		18.4

		1999		19.6

		2000		19

		2001		18.7

		2002		17.8

		2003		16.7

		2004		15.4

		2005		13.8

		2006		13.6

		2007		17.8

		2008		20.0
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				Residential

		1994		48
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		2002		48

		2004		55





West Region Chart
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MTNORPL SWP NW WkSht

		

				Mt./Nor. Plains		Southwest Pacific		Northwest

		1994		19.6		30.3		24.3

		1996		10.6		25.8		31.7

		1998		10		24.5		28.8

		2000		9.1		26.8		22.6

		2002		12.7		21.6		27.4

		2004		9.3		15.9		20.5

		2006		7.4		20.2		28.3

		2008		10.9		25.1		32





NorthCentral Region Chart
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ENC WNC Wksht

				East North Central		West North Central

		1994		40.5		36.9

		1996		38.1		37

		1998		42.1		30.5

		2000		42.3		33.3

		2002		40		26.9

		2004		40		24.8

		2006		33.7		25.9

		2008		39.2		29.4
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SE SC WKsht

				Southeast		South Central

		1994		6.8		9.9

		1996		8.2		11.2

		1998		7.2		7.9

		2000		8.8		9.3

		2002		7.9		8.6

		2004		5.4		3.4

		2006		4		3.7

		2008		5.4		4.2





Northeast Region Chart
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NE MA Wksht

				New England		Middle Atlantic

		1994		21.8		29.2

		1996		24.1		39.8

		1998		24.1		34

		2000		23.7		32.6

		2002		27.5		38.5

		2004		24.7		28.9

		2006		20.4		27.4

		2008		24.8		30.9
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		1994		19.9

		1995		18.8

		1996		19.2

		1997		19.5

		1998		18.4

		1999		19.6

		2000		19

		2001		18.7

		2002		17.8

		2003		16.7

		2004		15.4

		2005		13.8

		2006		13.6

		2007		17.8

		2008		20.0






